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Coi«wl J. L, Coffey. 

Offlc# of tke Special Aiiitlket 
td tKe Pr«lid#*t for Security 
Operetta** Ceordtentioti 
Tke WUt* Horn 
Wnskington 2$. D.C. 

B«w Colonel Corffey: 

fo rfVftftM to y©ter tt>ta »tt ns to ra regarding agency *- 

***** ** **• »«■&*•»*** Committ ee on fafosmalfon Activities At ^ 

®i Mr* | 1 WflO Wtli 5M St f 

r iprt ttatiUn on foe Committee Stiff. 

I a spect to particip ate in foe work nt foe Committee seeelf . 

wifo Mr, | Irerrfog a« my JDepnty for tU» perpose u 

repaired, 

Mr, Sprague kae been told of foeee nominatione. 

W# wilt profl'ii a competent secretary snri ere carresitiy 
selecting tke keet qualified one available. I wiU see font yee ere 
given ker name ee soon a a possible. 

I appreciate Mr. Ipmpie'e willingness t© receive suggest*© ** 
*t iM» point ee foe »««^n end me food srf conduct ef foe C-wornittse t 
week. We ere giving foi* * lot of thongkt ana will pees am ear mmm 
•kortly. 
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Sincerely, 

Vitaj.LlJ 

Allen W. Dalles 

Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I N GTON 



MEMORANDUM FOR : Mr. Livings tea T. Merchant 

Under Secretary of State Car 
political Affairs 

Mr. AUea Dulles / 

Li rector, Central Ineiligeace Agency 

Mr. George Allan 
Director. U.$. lalermation Aganc y 

Mr. John M. Irwin 

Assistant Secretary of Defease for 

international Sccttfity Affairs 


Daring Mr. Harr : absence I have, at the requeat of 
Mr. Sprague, undertaken, to obtain nominee; for the staff 01 ta 
President's Committee on Information Acticitte # Abroad, oi wsccu 
you will be a member. Initially eac h age ncy on , 3 

Committee la requested i :cr * 

-- ruat i 

Wtth the understanding that it may subsequently be necessary to 
expand this staff slightly. The White House will provide addib me 
staff personnel, quarters for the Committee, and admialitrativ 
support, and Will fond Costs other than thote of departmrnml t »p r 
tentative 3, staff officer., and secretaries. 


While I am sure that each agency Will wish to nominate »«ly 
the most highly-qualified and capable individuals, it may be he pfn 
to have some general suggestions as to desirable qualification* . 
The experience of the Jackson Committee and the scope of the 
activities of this committee would indicate chat staff officer*. » out 
be informed, articulate, and good writers. They should be »erf 
In interdepartmental work and, if possible, have develop*! 1 -* oiowte 
«« ,< understanding of ether departmontal operations, either through 
this experience or through theoretical studies, as at the Natiorai 
War College. The small sice of the staff and the wide >12 ope f d 
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sstady virtually require that staff officers be both broadly larriiar 
with national security policy aad program s and expert In one r - rr 
of the sub-areas to be examined, such as informational nctiv-.f e • 
psychological warfare operations, economic warfare, etc, A h ie 
rank ia not important as compared to qualifications, it it, proA.sme 
that principal staff nominees wouid hold at least the rank of c< iom 
or captain in the armed forces or the equivalent civilian gra".e 

It is requested that those agencies which have not ooaa * > 
forward to this office by Wednesday 3 February the aainie oi tMii 
staff nominees, together with a brief resume of their experien e 
aad qualifications, so that Mr. Sprague may be in a betfcsi pomeUo. 
judge the need for additional competence in particular ar»;au ji . tc 
After the Committee has begun its work, it is possible that ag mci 
may be asked to nominate additional staff personnel or tc anr.i. I ii 
developing information required for particular aspects cf the a; idy 
however, the scope of such additional assistance cannot now ht 
determined. 


Mr. %rague has asked me to tell you that he will appr-? cia 
any suggestions from you, or from the staff nominees a*. to He «cc 
and method of conduct of the inquiry. While final decisions a to 
the approach will be made by Mr. Sprague and Mr. Nielsen (b $ 
Staff Director), it may be useful to have some preliminary Jis u^* 
of these matters; to thi« end I shall try to arrange for a ib«Hi v? 
the staff nominees early in February. 




I. Cofj 
''Office of 
to the President for Security 
Operations Coordination 


Special At sic tar: 
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